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Summary
During a 6 month study on the livelihood of three gibbon families involved in conflicts in Lengkong
Regency the team identified 5 groups of silvery gibbons that were facing threats such as habitat loss,
conflicts, poaching and isolation. Between September and December 2016 four additional families were
visited to assess the situation into detail in order to formulate appropriate mitigation and management
plans for the local government and landowners.
Current surveys indicated that none of the forest areas left in Lengkong Regency are large enough to
provide adequate habitat for gibbon families. The situation of two population requests imminent action,
trees around power lines are cut and fruit trees are planted to prevent gibbons from entering villages. In
addition an emergency awareness campaign is required. For all other gibbon groups close monitoring
and eliminating threats that occur in time are tackled.
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1. Introduction
Lengkong is located in the Sukabumi Regency (7° 8'37.58"S 106°40'42.52"E). Until 1999 this region was
covered with a vast area of primary tropical sub-montane forest and biodiversity was high (Pers. Comm.
Perhutani division Lengkong, 2013). From 1999 until 2004 massive deforestation by international
companies led to the regions current state of fragmented forest patches. During years of logging the
local communities had firsthand experiences of many animals that were victims of the logging activities.
Most commonly descriptions of emaciated primates lying dead on the ground or captured and kept as
pets.
The forest patches that remain vary in size, and are surrounded by agricultural land and villages. The
forests are mainly used for production, however there are still some small plots of secondary forests. The
majority of the forest in this region is owned by Perhutani, a state-owned initiative whose aim is to
benefit the local population's social welfare and to make profit. Therefore most of the jungle in this
region is not protected and ongoing logging is the main threat to these habitats. However many animal
species did find refuge in these small forest patches, like Javan Surilli (Presbytis comata), West Javan
ebony langur (Trachypithecus auratus mauritius), Javan leopard (Panthera pardus melas) and the Silvery
Gibbon (Hylobates moloch). Wanicare Foundation initiated a conservation program for the Silvery gibbon
in this region due to the increasing number of reports of gibbon conflicts and fatalities.
In the last decade Cikananga Wildlife Rescue Centre and Wanicare Foundation have had continuous
cooperation with the local government in Lengkong. This collaboration has been mostly to combat the
staggering amount of human-wildlife conflicts in this area. In particular a high number of gibbon-human
conflicts. It has been noted that there is a long term problem is this region with keeping gibbons and
Cikananga Wildlife Rescue Centre has confiscated in total 5 Silvery gibbons from private owners. The main
reason for the conflicts is that gibbon families are foraging outside of the forests in villages ever since the
habitat loss initiated (Pers. Comm. Perhutani division Lengkong, 2013). During the last years surveys and
research were performed in 8 different forest patches that are known as conflict areas to assess the
situation of the remaining wildlife population. Threats observed are ongoing habitat loss or degradation,
poaching, conflicts and isolation. In 2016 four locations were visited after receiving information from the
local community to be small forests where still gibbons occur. Summaries of these surveys are provided
after which management and mitigation plans are described to manage the situation at each location.
Furthermore the results of monitoring activities of the other family groups already part of the program
since 2013 will be provided.

2. Research locations
The original plan was to focus first Jantra and Tanjung, however during the surveys in Cipicung and
Citalus we learned about the situation at Cijeurah, Pasir Piring and Cibandung. In 2016 we managed to
visit and perform surveys at four sites and monitor the situation in three other sites. In the first months
of 2017 also Pasir Piring and Cibandung are planned to be visited and surveys continue in Cijeurah and
Cibeureum to get a visual of the gibbons. Jantra and Tanjung will be visited later to get more information
about the gibbon population at those sites.
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Information
One family of five gibbons confirmed, illegal logging, food shortage, conflicts and
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One family of three gibbons confirmed. Remote rich secondary forest.
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Gibbons known to visit local village/farmland

Cibeureum
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Active poaching and according local community still many gibbons
Connected to rubber plantation with fatalities due to power lines.
Connected to Jemblongan and rubber plantation
Illegal mining activities, known for the good quality of forest
Forest degradation, according local community still many gibbons
Gibbons reported and living close to village/farmland
Gibbons reported and living close to village/farmland

2.1 Cijeurah
There are two forest patches in Cijeurah, West Hanjuang (Damar Forest) and South Hanjuang (Pine
Forest). Based on interviews with local people there are now two gibbons in Damar forest (West
Hanjuang). Next to Damar Forest, there is recently three hectares being clear cut by Perhutani for the
purpose of agriculture such us cassava and dry rice field (Figure 1). Reports say that the Gibbons go down
in the new dry rice field. Within Damar forest illegal logging of Damar tree, Cinnamomum sp. and
Mahoney tree is confirmed.
During the surveys it was raining, which is most likely also the reason why there is till now no visual on
the gibbons. Therefore we will continue the survey and assessment in this area in February 2017.

Figure 1 Clear cut area next to Cijeurah forest

2.2 Cibeureum
Cibeureum forest is mentioned in distribution data of the Javan Surilli and therefore concluded to be a
rich and good forest (Nijman, 1997). However in this program the first reports coming from Cibeureum
indicated that there was active poaching on gibbons. The first visit confirmed it while the local
community offered to catch one for 750.000 rupiah ($55). According the local community only three
gibbons remain in the area, however we do not have a visual confirmation until December 2016.
The forest is secondary forest with a great variety of trees, however large scale illegal logging is
threatening the forest (Figure 2). The original forest is now split into three smaller patches of each
around 7 hectares. The distance between these patches is on average 570 meter (ranging between 270
and 1100 meters) and gibbons have been confirmed going to the ground to search for food. In one
occasion in the beginning of 2016 an adult gibbon was bitten by a dog.
The forest is owned by Perhutani and Habitat restoration can be considered, however a more important
task is at the moment the education of the local community to prevent further poaching activities and
create awareness to improve their attitude towards forest and wildlife protection. In Febuary a new
team will go to Cibeureum to get a visual confirmation and take more habitat measurements.

Figure 2 Damaged forest due to illegal logging activities in Cibeureum

2.3 Cipicung
The forest of Cipicung was included in the program after a gibbon died using the electrical wire in the
rubber plantation connected to this forest in June 2015. In the past at least two families were confirmed
by the local community, however today a total of 5 gibbons are visually confirmed with two adults and
three juveniles of which the oldest is almost fully grown.
Cipicung with a total of 6 hectares secondary forest is not damaged because the trees are on a steep
slope of a single valley (Figure 3). The steepness prevents farmers to cut it clear for agricultural lands or
illegal loggers to take trees. As mentioned this forest patch is in connection to a rubber plantation which
is again connected to a village, however the distance to the closest infrastructure is approximately 1
kilometer. The area around Cipicung forest used for agriculture field such us banana, cassava, wet rice
field and dry rice field.
The current threat is still that power lines are going through the rubber plantation, however after the
incident in 2015 the Perhutani and our team are monitoring the tree line. As soon a tree or branch
comes close to the power line it will be cut to prevent gibbons from using the power line.

Figure 3 Valley of Cipicung where one family group of 5 individuals is living

2.4 Citalus
Citalus is connected to Jemblongan in which a family of gibbons has been confirmed in 2014. However
this forest patch of 7,6 hectares is of poor quality and no gibbons were seen in a 3 day survey of the
area. The survey indicated that this forest is slowly being transformed into a rubber plantation. Scattered
through the area are still some good trees, however majority consists of pine trees. It is possible that the
group of Jemblongan enters this forest, however with the current state and disturbance we suggest that
this forest is not of great importance anymore for the gibbons.

2.5 Cibaginde
This site has been in the program since the start as it has been the main conflict site. In 2016 the gibbons
have grown closer to the village (Figure 4) and they fully depend on the supplementary food the locals
are providing. This brings great risks such as disease transmission, poaching, use of power lines and risk
of being attacked by local dogs.

Figure 4 Gibbons of Cibaginde coming closer to humans and enter houses when doors are open (December 2016)

The risk of poaching is low while the local villagers are proud of having the gibbons close and are keen on
protecting them. At the start gibbons were fed on the floor, however we provided buckets in trees to
keep the gibbons from going to the ground to lower the risk of dog attacks. However at the end of 2016
the gibbons have found their way to two other villages where education has not been present for the
last year. The presence of the gibbons has led to multiple conflicts in which a woman and a child have
been hit by a gibbon. The gibbons enter houses as soon as doors are kept open and when they cannot
find food the gibbons often start destroying clothes or the roofs of houses. These developments are
concerning and the overall attitude of the people in the two new villages is less positive, therefore we
will need to realize an emergency fund to finance a large scale awareness program to educate the people
about living next to and with gibbons as applied in the first village (Figure 5).
To prevent the gibbons using power lines branches of trees are cut and aggressive dogs are put on a line
or translocated.

Figure 5 Education officer explaining about gibbon conservation to villagers at Cibaginde

In November 2016 a German film crew of a children education program visited the location to make a
short documentary about the situation of the gibbons. This again increased the attitude of the local
villagers towards the gibbons while it developed more pride. As for the program we aim to get more
attention for gibbon conservation at location and show the consequences of habitat loss for the gibbon
population on Java.
In 2017 our focus will be to realize funds for the emergency awareness program while continuing close
monitoring of the group. To give the gibbons more possibilities to find food away from the villages trees
that are a natural food source for the silvery gibbon will be planted at the other site of the forest, these
tree species are Lagerstroemia speciose, Ficus variegata and several fruit trees. Translocation at the
moment not possible because there is resistance of the local government and community, while they see
the gibbons as their local mascot. Therefore we will continue education programs to teach everyone
about the risks and long term consequences for the family group.

2.6 Gunung Bubut
The group confirmed in Gunung Bubut is still following the same daily route and therefore easy to
monitor. In the last three years no new offspring was confirmed and the juvenile is at a size of at least 5
years. The lack of reproduction is concerning and suggested that this cannot reproduce. Yet the year
2017 might be an important year to confirm this hypothesis as gibbons have offspring with an interval of
three years.
Disturbances are ongoing, however only small scale logging in the forest is confirmed and the agriculture
lands adjacent to the forest have not expanded in 2016. Therefore we conclude that the threats to this
group where minimum 2016.

2.7 Jemblongan
The group is still difficult to monitor by visual, but they are vocally active and therefore easy to confirm
their presence in the area. The forest is still not easy accessible which makes this group the safest of all
groups currently identified. For 2017 we will visit the forest twice to make sure that these conditions are
not changing.
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